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What do we mean when we say:

“Clean” plants
• Vines testing negative for 
known pathogens

• “Clean” is relative to our 
understanding and 
knowledge of different 
pathogens and diseases

“Certified” plants
• Certified vines have been 
produced under a 
specified state-sanctioned 
regime

• Pathogen tests conducted 
(on some timeline), along 
with visual inspections
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Clean plants

Certified plants
Meng et al. 2017. Grapevine 
Viruses: Molecular Bilogy, 
Diagnostics and Management



Clean vines:
HOW AND WHERE CAN I GET THEM?



How does a plant become “clean?”

• “Clean” and certified are not always synonymous
• You can have certified vines that have virus
• You can have ”clean”-tested vines that are not certified

• Vines can be “clean” by two means:
• They are “cleaned-up” through protocols followed at 

foundation services
• They were never infected in the first place (how do you 

know?)
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Resources for testing materials

• You know by testing
• Foundation-level materials go through a clean-up process, 

and they and the certification processes in most states test 
routinely

• You can subject your own vines to those same tests
• Tests are available through foundation services and 
several commercial testing laboratories

• You can request what you test for.
• What does “clean” mean for you?
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Why we use “clean” and not clean

The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing.

~Socrates
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Certified vines:
WHERE CAN I GET THEM?



What is certified? 

• Volunteer program
• Nursery complies with rules and standards

• Maintains standards for registered blocks
• Maintains standards for certified planting stocks

• Nursery maintains documents related to sources 
of planting materials and nursery inventory
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Is what I am looking for certified?

• You want to plant a specific variety/clone.
• You also want those vines to be certified.
• Where do you start? How do you even know if that is 
possible?

• Not all varieties are available as certified vines
• Not all certified varieties for use in the PNW will be from the 

PNW
• Start with foundation programs – they are the source of 
all certified-destined materials!
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Looking for new plant material?
Questions to consider!
• What was the source of variety/clone 
• Are these certified plant materials?

• Are certified materials ‘free’ of pathogens of my concern?

• If you are looking for either a rootstock or a scion
• What is the source of your rootstock?
• What is the source of your scion?
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Take home message

SOURCE MATTERS!
START CLEAN!
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http://fps.ucdavis.edu/fgrvarieties.cfm
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http://cpcnw.wsu.edu/



PDF lists of available 
materials

A list of nurseries that 
sell certified materials. 
CPCNW also sells 
foundation level 
materials (not grafted).



Specific considerations and
SUMMARY



Consider the use
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Consider the source
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THANKS A BUNCH!
QUESTIONS?
Alexander Levin, Viticulturist and Assistant Professor 
E-mail: alexander.Levin@oregonstate.edu
Phone: 541-772-5165 x223

Achala KC, Plant Pathologist and Assistant Professor
E-mail: achala.kc@oregonstate.edu
Phone: 541-772-5165 x222
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